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January 13, 2010

Orton's D earns an ‘A’ from Kentucky

But they'd love to see offense to match

By Brett Dinvson
bdenwson@eeonrier-journal com

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Daniel Ortor missed a shot from point-blank range, and then another. The
University of Kentucky forward was a virtual non-factor offensively in Tuesday night's 89-77 win at
Florida.

But when the game was over, UK coach John Calipari said, he had QOrton stand up in the locker
room. The coach hugged his freshman in front of his teammates. Minutes later Calipari told the media
that Orton was “probably the difference in the game.”

It was a bold statement, one likely meant to motivaie Orton, who was 1for6 from the floor against the
Gators but at times dominated the game defensively.

Orton, a 8-foot-10 255-pounder from Oklahoma City, finished with two points, nine rebounds and four
_ blocked shots.

“Daniel Orton, if he'll do the things he did {against Florida}, it's hard to beat us,” Calipari said. "He
went in and blocked every ball, made baskets. He got a steal late. That steal was, like, the play late.”

But that steal — with fewer than four minutes remaining and No.2 UK (17-0, 2-0 Southeastern
Caonference) leading by seven points — was hardly Orten's most eye-popping defensive stand of the
night.

That came in the first half, when he swatted three Florida shots on one possession, including a layup
attempt by Kenny Boynton and a short shot by Dan Werner that were blocked so emphatically that
Orton ended up on the top-10 plays on ESPN's “SportsCenter” on Tuesday night.

It's no surprise that Orton's highlight-reel moments against the Gators came on defense. In 17 games
Orton has blocked 27 shots, second among UK players only to DeMarcus Cousins' 29.

“I've obviously proven I'm a defensive player,” Orton said Monday in Lexingtan, Ky. “I'm trying to bring
my offensive game along with it. It's something I've been working on. My teammates, Coach Cal say
that they lack confidence in me in the low post because early on | didn't show that much progression
ar positive influence in the low post.”

Orton is averaging 3.6 points per game. Twice this season he's scored in double figures; nine times
he's scored two or fewer points.

Offensive development from Orton “would be a big plus,” UK point guard John Wall said, because it
would offset the loss of Cousins' scoring when Cousins is on the bench with foul trouble.

For now, though, the Cats are content with Orton's development.
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“When Daniel's coming in and blocking shots, rebounding, scoring in the low post, that helps us out a
lot,” Wall said. “Some games he just doesn't bring ii, just doesn't have it. Lately, he's been going
really hard in practice, preparing himself for the games.”

Orton, who's shooting 44.9 percent from the flgor, concedes he's not where he wants to be
offensively.

Part of his stunted growth in the post, he said, can be traced back to the knee injury that cost him
most of his high school senior season. Orton tore cartilage in his left knee in November 2008 — the
month he signed a letter of intent with UK, then coached by Billy Gillispie.

Orton returned to play at the end of his senior season at Bishop McGuinness High School and went
through a rigorous rehabilitation process, followed by a summer under the tutelage of Frank
Matrisciano, known in basketball circles as "Hell's Trainer.”

Still, Orton said, he's not fully adjusted to life on a surgically repaired knee.

“I'm not mentally all the way back from it,” Orton said. "I really don't jump off it fike | should... . |
understand it's going to take time, and it's something I'm willing to put time into.”

If Orton continues to improve at his current pace, he could be drawing more postgame embraces
from his coach.

Afier the Florida game, Calipari said he's been “begging” Orton to understand his importance to the
team and the significance of his high ceiling for improvement.

“You are the difference in our team,” Calipari said he's told Orton. "You are it. The other guys are
whal they are. You're the guy.”

Brett Dawson can be reached at (859) 523-0706.

Additional Facts

Up next

Who: Aubum

When: 4 p.m. Saturday
Where: Auburn, Ala.

TV: WAVE-3
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Fast-improving Orton continues to shine

Darrell Bird

NEW ORLEANS - Despite all the consistent, uber productive play in his
14 minutes, Daniel Orton's NCAA Tournarnent debut in Kentucky's 100-
71t rout of East Tennessee State will always be remembered for his alley
oop pass to Patrick Patterson.

o The Mg

You read right. The &-foat-10 reserve center
led the fast break before launching a pass to
the streaking 5-9 Patterson for a dunk a few
minutes before halfume.

1t's something I'm zble to do, you just don't
sae it that often,” Orton said afterwards. "I got
B he opportunity, so I went ahead and dehvered
B8 [he pass to bim."

Orton got the opportunity, then he got all the
business from teammates.

"As soon as | came to the bench,” he said with
a smile. "I caught so much grief over it.”

3 Afterwards, it was the recipient of the assist
who was leading the griel brigade. With Orton
sitting on the chair next to him in the locker
room, Patterson togk great delight in reliving
the morpent.

i
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CatsPause.com/donathan Bachman "Daniel even threw an alley cop to me, which

Daniel Orton biocked three straight shots in one possession  surprised me. 1 didn't know he could do that,”
in UK's NCAA win, Patterson said. "He started dripbling and then

he hesitated for a little bit and then he kept going. 5o I'm thinking, he's about to throw it.

Champie
Teshirk

"It was a little tao high, but luckily I've got the hops to go up and get it,” Patterson joked for his intended srship Brachet

audience of one. "I thought he'd throw it over the backbeoard, but it was a great pass.”

Orton's pass was on target as was his entire game. He came off the bench to record eight points, seven
rebounds, one assist and three blocked shots in just 14 rminutes. It is a continuation of the most
improving players on UK's roster down the stretch of the season.

. - Kantucky Wildets
"I played pretty well today. I did what I coufd,” Orton said. "I played within myself and that's what I'm Royal Blee 2010 SEC
going to try to do throughout this tournament. Hopefully, 1 can do what I need to do to help carry us Bas

through the tournament.”

343

His favorite stat line was predictable, tong Sleeve T-siirt

“Three biocks in the same possession,” he said, "that's always good.”

Patterson, after the joking subsided, was the first to praise the big freshman.

y " P NATIONAL NEWS FROM RIVALS.COM
"Peaple doubt his offensive game, but none of us do," Patterson said. "we know he can score just as well

as DeMarcus can. On the defensive end, he got three blocks in a row. We know we've got a shot blocker
out there.

"He battles against DeMarcus every day so, of course, he's got to think up some different offensive
moves,” Patterson added. "Daniel is improving day to day.”

The tone black mark, which may be a black and blue mark, was when Orton landed hard fell hard during a
second half play. He lsid on the court for several minutes before limping to the bench, saying afterwards it
was just an impact blow not a twisting or muscle pull type of injury.

"My back hurts and I've got a iittle limp, but I think I'!l be fine by tomoarrow," Crton said. "It was my lower
back. I just hit it realiy hard.”

Thanks te Orton and friends, Kentucky buried East Tennessee State early to avoid the upsets that wreak
havoc in the early days of the NCAA Tournament each year. The day before the game, Orton said UK had
to “crush their spirit.”

"We did a good job of that today and that's something we need to learn soon,” Orton said. "When we've

http://kentucky.rivals.com/content.asp?CID=1065108 3/24/2010
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got a chance to put teams away, we need to go ahead and put them away because in the tournament any
team can come back. We've seen it for years in this tournament, teams come back and things happen.”
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