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Established by Rockets Owner Leslie Alexander in 1995, the Clutch City Foundation provides hope,
help and inspiration for those who might otherwise be forgotten. The Clutch City Foundation serves
as the umbrella organization for all Rockets community initiatives. Through the foundation, Rockets
players, coaches and staff participate in a myriad of
programs that help to make life better for Houstonians
– especially those in need.

Tux & Tennies Charity Gala
Recognized as the premier fundraising event of the
Clutch City Foundation, and held on the Rockets
court at Toyota Center, more than 400 guests wear
their favorite sneakers, spend time with the Rockets
team and bid on exclusive and rare autographed
memorabilia in the silent auction. Since 1996, the
Clutch City Foundation Tux & Tennies Charity Gala
has raised nearly $5 million. Proceeds from last
year’s Gala benefited the Dikembe Mutombo
Foundation. Money raised was utilized to help build
the Women & Children’s Center of the Biamba Maria
Mutombo Hospital, which is located in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo.

United Way of Greater Houston
The Rockets are committed to working with the
United Way of Greater Houston in its efforts to
provide a safety net for thousands of Houstonians
who depend on social agencies for support. Over the past several years, Owner Leslie Alexander and
Rockets employees have contributed nearly $450,000 to the United Way Annual Campaign. In
addition, the organization participates in the annual Days of Caring, a city-wide, two-day community
service initiative dedicated to helping non-profit organizations with projects that enhance their
facilities, which includes painting, landscaping, construction and other projects.

A Season of Giving
During the holiday season, Houston Rockets players, coaches and staff host a series of events for
members of the community who are less fortunate. Each year, hundreds of children and their families

are the recipients of private
parties, gifts and surprise visits
by players.

Sunshine Kids
Each season, the Houston
Rockets and Southwest Airlines
host the Sunshine Kids on an
exclusive trip to see a Rockets
road game. These children,
faced with the challenge of
battling cancer, are treated to
a tip-off party at the airport
featuring breakfast and trivia
questions from the Rockets
Power Dancers. Next, the
children board a Southwest
Airlines flight to spend some
one-on-one time with Rockets
players at a special meet-and-
greet before seeing the Rockets
take on their opponent.

Houston Rockets Player Ticket Program
Charity begins at home for Rockets players, so each year many purchase blocks of season tickets to
be donated to underserved children and their families. Non-profit or community groups that serve
underprivileged youth and families, please visit the online community section at www.rockets.com
and complete the application, or send a written request on your organization’s letterhead to: Houston
Rockets, Community Relations, 1510 Polk St., Houston, TX 77002 or by fax to (713) 758-7358.
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Research proves that children who play
sports are more likely to excel
academically and in every other area of
their lives. Such a powerful impact on
the lives of youth, providing the
resources and opportunity for young
people to play basketball is important
to the Houston Rockets. That’s why
grassroots basketball programs comprise
a large part of Rockets youth initiatives,
which make it possible for thousands of
children throughout Greater Houston to
get involved in the game. Programs
include:

Clutch City Shootout
Clutch City Shootout is a 3-point
shooting contest for high school students
who compete to win a portion of $25,000
for their school’s athletic program.
Athletes compete during pre-game and
halftime of Rockets games throughout
the season. The boys and girls
champions each receive a Rockets rally
at their school.

Best Shot … Serving Boys & Girls
Clubs of Greater Houston
The Rockets and the Boys & Girls Clubs
of Greater Houston have been in
partnership for the past thirteen seasons.
Students at 13 branches of the Club

participate in the Best Shot Basketball League, a 10-week after-school program that provides students
with academic tutoring, cultural awareness
workshops and drug prevention education. More
than 1,400 students participate.

Houston Rockets Skills Camps
Continuing to expand upon grassroots basketball
initiatives, the Rockets host a series of Skills Camps
throughout the Season. Each camp offers
specialized training in basketball fundamentals,
while teaching the importance of teamwork and
good sportsmanship. Visit the community section
at www.rockets.com for dates and locations.

Be Fit Challenge with Memorial Hermann
The Houston Rockets and Memorial Hermann
reward children who make nutritious eating and
regular exercise a daily habit – and encourage
parents to become involved in their children’s
healthy lifestyles. The Be Fit Challenge is
implemented in Houston schools, and provides
children with nutritional and activity tips. It also
includes a Be Fit game where students can win
Rockets prizes. Additionally, one school is rewarded
with an exciting Be Fit Rally, starring Rockets
entertainment and Memorial Hermann fitness
and nutrition experts.

Grassroots Basketball
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The Houston Rockets are committed to working with local school districts and educational institutions
in an effort to help improve student academic performance. Therefore, the Rockets implement
educational programs in collaboration with local school administrators and educators that are
designed around existing school curriculum.

Rockets Read to Achieve with HEB
Read to Achieve is a NBA league-wide initiative that promotes the value of reading and online literacy,
as well as encouraging families and adults to read regularly with young children. Each season, more
than 50,000 Houston area
students participate in Rockets
Read to Achieve Programs.

Rockets Read to Achieve
Jam
This season thousands of
elementary students throughout
Greater Houston will take part
in the Rockets Read to Achieve
Jam at Toyota Center. The high
energy rally will feature local
artists and celebrities, as well as
Rockets players and
entertainers.

Rockets SAT Training
Camp
Hosted in partnership with the
Princeton Review, SAT
Training Camp is a college
prep day for local athletes. The
SAT Training Camp provides a
full menu of information to help
guide parents and students through the college application process, including information about
admissions, financial aid, SAT/PSAT prep classes, test dates and much more.

Power of Preparation
Through the Power of Preparation program, the Rockets and Administaff encourage elementary and
middle school students prepare for a great future, by making wise choices “today.” Four Power of
Preparation rallies are held across Houston featuring high-energy performances and inspirational
messages from Rockets entertainers, which inspire students to succeed.
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NBA Cares
NBA Cares is the league’s global social responsibility effort that addresses important community issues
with an emphasis on programs that support education, youth and family development, and health-

related causes. The NBA, its teams and
players implement and execute a variety of
programs that impact and inspire children
and families around the world.

NBA Cares also reaches more that two million
players, coaches, parents and officials
worldwide participating in recreational youth
basketball leagues as part of the Jr. NBA/Jr.
WNBA program. The program stresses the
fundamentals of the game and the values of
sportsmanship, teamwork and leading an
active, healthy and safe lifestyle.

Through Basketball Without Borders, a
basketball instructional camp for young
people that promotes friendship, healthy
living and education, current and former
NBA players and team personnel act as
camp coaches and mentors for young
athletes. Since the inaugural camp in 2001,
BWB has been held in ten countries and
territories on five continents and has featured
more than 160 NBA players, coaches and
team personnel from 30 different teams for
more than 1,000 basketball players from
more than 100 different countries and
territories.

As the world’s greatest athletes, NBA players
are dedicated to the community and
committed to giving back in ways big and
small. Through their foundations, camp
efforts and philanthropic work, they make a
difference for hundreds of nonprofit and
youth serving organizations.

NBA Cares supports numerous causes and organizations that support people in need and work to
improve the quality of life in communities around the world. Make-A-Wish, UNICEF, KaBOOM!, Habitat
for Humanity, Boys & Girls Club of America, Hands On Network, Special Olympics, the Global Business
Coalition on HIV/AIDS and the World Food Program are just a few of the organizations with which
the NBA has a partnership.
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Toyota Center
Arena

Ad

BASKETBALL IS JUST THE BEGINNING...

For booking information contact Jennifer Wallis at jenniferw@rocketball.com or 713.758.7255
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713.627.DUNK
ROCKETS.COM

SEATING MAP

2008-2009 SCHEDULE
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Get the best seats to the best games!
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