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Contact Information
OKC Address........ 210 Park Ave., Suite 1850, OKC, OK 73102
NO Address..............1615 Poydras St.,20th Fl., NO, LA 70112 
Main Telephone............................................(405) 208-4800
Main Fax........................................................(405) 208-4600
OKC Ticket Sales Telephone...........................(405) 208-4667
NO Ticket Sales Telephone............................(504) 525-4667
Fan Experience Telephone.............................(405) 208-4720
Website.....................................................www.hornets.com

Owner.............................................................. George Shinn

Basketball Operations 
General Manager................................................... Jeff Bower
Vice President of Basketball Operations............... Willis Reed
Head Coach...........................................................Byron Scott
Assistant Coach.................................................Darrell Walker
Assistant Coach...............................................Kenny Gattison
Assistant Coach....................................................David Miller
Trainer/Director of Team Travel............................. Terry Kofler
College/Pro Scouting................................................. Kip Bass
College Scouting......................................................Kelly Bass
Scout.............................................................Robert Werdann
Assistant to General Manager............................ Brian Hagen
Director of Basketball Administration...........Andrew Loomis
Video Coordinator..............................................Irving Roland
Strength and Core Trainer.................................. Jack Manson
Assistant Strength Coach.................................. Scott Cochran
Equipment Manager..................................... David Jovanovic
Assistant Equipment Manager......................... Kory Johnson

Business Operations 
Administration
Chief Operations Officer...................................... Hugh Weber
Chief Financial Officer.......................................... Brice Collier
Executive Vice President.........................................Sam Russo
Senior VP of Basketball Administration..............Steve Martin
Executive Officer of the Board..............................Chad Shinn
Executive Assistant to the Owner..................Cristina Hubbell
Executive Assistant to the COO.........................Glenda Fudge
Exec Asst, Corp. Partnerships and Mktg............. Amy Linduff
Director of Human Resources......................... Donna Rochon
Controller..................................................................Greg King
Assistant Controller..........................................Nancy Montee
Receptionist/Switchboard Operator.............Christian Joseph
General Office Assistant...............................Devyn VanDuyne
Accounts Payable Coordinator.......................Jennifer Powers
Payroll Coordinator...........................................Annette Smith

Marketing
Vice President of Marketing...................................Pete Wyatt

Communications
Director of Basketball Communications..................Scott Hall
Dir. of Corporate Communications........... Michael Thompson
Basketball Communications Manager............ Dennis Rogers
Internal Communications Manager........... Brittany Cranston
Corporate Communications Manager................. Vicki Guerra
Basketball Communications Coordinator.......... Renee Felton
Publications & New Media Manager........... Jim Eichenhofer
Basketball Communications Associate........Chauncey McCall

Game Presentation/Entertainment
Dir. of Game Presentation & Ent..................  Josh Richardson
Game Presentation Manager.......................... Jason Quintero
Game Presentation Coordinator.......................Keisha McGee
Entertainment Coordinator..............................Randell Collins
Manager of Mascot Programs....................... Michael Zerrillo
Mascot Coordinator...............................................Sean Wyatt
Honeybee Manager/Choreographer...............Ashley Deaton
Production Manager/Producer....................... Andrew Kehrer
Game Presentation Associate.........................Brandon Smith

Interactive Media
Director of Interactive Media................................. Julie Riggs
Database & Mktg. Intelligence Manager............John Curnutt

Marketing Communications
Director of Marketing Communications..........April Gonzalez
Advertising Manager........................................Jo Ann Dupuy
Graphic Designer.................................................... Tru Filyaw 

Marketing Services
VP of Mktg. Serv. & Community Dev.........Suzanne Werdann
Director of Strategic Development........... Jessica Richardson
Marketing Services Manager.............................Cris Quintana
Marketing Coordinator, Events...........................Jovanda Hall
Mktg. Coord., Community Relations.........  Morgan Cornwell
Marketing Coordinator, Promotions....................Eric Childers
Marketing Coordinator, Events................Richard McCutchen
Marketing Services Associate................................Josh Miller
Marketing Services Associate.....................Matthew Scruggs

Broadcasting
Director of Broadcasting.................................... Lew Shuman
Videographer/Editor............................................. Eric Richter
TV Broadcasters................................Bob Licht, Gil McGregor
Radio Broadcasters................Sean Kelley, Gerry Vaillancourt
Studio Host......................................................Russ Eisenstein
TV Host & Sideline Reporter............................Jordy Hultberg

Corporate Partnerships
Sr. Dir. of Corp. Partnerships & Merch................ Jeff Jacobsen
Director of Partner Services............................... Sarah Waters
Account Manager, Corporate Partnerships........... Jamie Guin
Account Manager, Corporate Partnerships.....Patrick Naranjo
Account Manager, Corporate Partnerships....Nathan Hubbell
Partner Services Coordinator............................ Abby Morgan
Partnership & Suite Services Coordinator............... Jody East
Partner Services Coordinator...........................Amanda Cates

Information Technology
Chief Technical Officer.......................................Stephen Clark
Information Tech. Helpdesk Coord................. Christian Green
Information Technology Arena Coordinator......Tim Breeding

Ticket Sales & Service
Director of Ticket Operations............................... Leslie Lefeve
Assistant Director of Ticket Operations.....Tiffany Rauschkolb
Ticket Operations Senior Coordinator................. David Podoll
Ticket Operations Associate..............................Elise Cranston
Director of Fan Experience.................................Garrick Amos
Fan Experience Representative................................Ryan Eller
Fan Experience Representative.......................................T.J. Ill
Fan Experience Representative......................Veronica Mason
Fan Experience Representative....................... Jose Rodriguez
Fan Experience Representative....................Courtney Lindley
Fan Experience Coordinator.............................Cherisse Miller
Account Executive................................................. Will Bryant
Account Executive..............................................Robert Miller
Account Executive................................................Geoff Nilsen
Account Executive....................................... Stephanie Parrish
Account Executive..................................................Ryan Picou
Sales & Box Office Coordinator..................... Stefanie Scheffe
Group Sales Manager.......................................Frank DePizzo
Account Executive, Group Sales..........................  Tony Garrett
Account Executive, Group Sales..............................Sara Plietz
Account Executive, Group Sales........................Jaima Schiffer
Account Executive, Group Sales......................Jessica Scheetz

New Orleans Operations
Director of Business Operations.......................Rich Witmeyer
Manager of Sponsor Services & Corp. Suites....Marie Parenti
Account Executive...............................................Julio Vallejos
Group Sales Manager..................................  Trish Tolis Snider
Group Sales Account Executive......................... Chris Granger
Receptionist/Switchboard Operator................... Angela Leon
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George Shinn
Owner

Growing up in the small North Carolina town of Kannapolis, businessman George 
Shinn dreamt of owning a professional sports franchise. Armed with only a love of sports, 
seasoned sales skills and strong faith, Shinn set out to accomplish this seemingly 
impossible task in 1985 when he initiated his charge to obtain an NBA franchise.  
He needed just two years to realize his dream. On April 1, 1987, NBA Commissioner 
David Stern called Shinn to deliver the good news – he had been selected as the 
first to receive one of four expansion franchises and would begin play in Charlotte, 
N.C. in 1988.

As the owner of the team from its inception and the subsequent 14 seasons in 
Charlotte, Shinn officially filed an application with the NBA on January 17, 2002, to move 
the Hornets to New Orleans, La., beginning with the 2002-03 season. Four months 
later, the NBA’s Board of Governors unanimously endorsed the Relocation Committee’s 
recommendation to move the team from Charlotte and the New Orleans Hornets 
were born.

Shinn’s leadership and resolve once again came to the forefront when the Hornets were faced with perhaps the biggest chal-
lenge in franchise history. In the aftermath of the tragedy caused by Hurricane Katrina, he was able to work with the NBA to 
secure the team a temporary home in Oklahoma City for the 2005-06 season. Under his leadership, the Hornets turned a potentially 
devastating situation into one of the NBA’s most uplifting success stories when they finished 11th in the league in attendance.

As a champion of the causes of education and responsible corporate citizenship, Shinn takes great pride in creating, implement-
ing and supporting a variety of initiatives that leave a positive and lasting impact in both New Orleans and Oklahoma City.  

In New Orleans, Shinn sits on the boards of the Boy Scouts of America, The National D-Day Museum, the New Orleans Metrovision 
Executive Committee and Loyola University.  He has made significant financial contributions to organizations such as the United Way 
and served as co-chair for the fundraising committee at Tulane University. Through the team’s 12 Days of Giving program, Shinn 
and his wife, Denise, personally visited the Children’s Hospital of New Orleans to deliver gifts and spread holiday cheer, took 
26 essay contest winners on a shopping spree at Target, purchased 50 bicycles to donate to underprivileged children, hosted 
1,000 local senior citizens for a holiday luncheon and donated new shoes and socks to clients at the Grace House and Bridge 
House addiction recovery centers. For these efforts, New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin asked Shinn to serve as Grand Marshall of 
the city’s Martin Luther King Jr. parade and then presented him with the Quiet Hero Award at a prayer breakfast that launched 
the city’s MLK weekend activities. On his birthday in May, Shinn spent the afternoon at University Hospital’s maternity ward 
donating diapers, bottles and other essentials to every mother who gave birth on that day. 
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During the Hornets’ short tenure in Oklahoma City, Shinn has reciprocated the generosity the team has received by reaching out 
to the community at every opportunity. He and Denise led a group of 75 staff members in a Breast Health Awareness march, 
an effort which earned him recognition as a Pink Tie Guy as a highly-respected community leader who has made significant 
contributions to the Susan G. Komen Foundation’s goals and aims. The couple also joined Governor and First Lady Henry at 
a Habitat For Humanity workday and invited the recipients of the new home to sit with them at a Hornets game. During the 
holidays, Shinn spearheaded the team’s NBA Season of Giving activities that included a luncheon for 1,000 senior citizens and 
a shoe giveaway at a downtown homeless shelter. And when tragedy struck the OKC Police Department, he responded with 
the largest single donation ever made locally to a slain officer’s fund.

These examples of dedication to making a difference in the community in which he lives and works come from the core of 
Shinn’s personality and background.

As a young man in Kannapolis, Shinn worked in a textile mill, at a car wash and even as a janitor in a school that he would 
eventually own.  Lessons learned in those humble beginnings would soon pay off when in 1975, at the age of 34, Shinn was 
the youngest person ever awarded the prestigious Horatio Alger Award, which recognizes “rags-to-riches” business leaders 
who achieve success while maintaining values in patriotism, faith and civic involvement. His purchase and development of the 
Rutledge Education System and its chain of proprietary business schools would form the cornerstone of his fortune and even-
tually lead him to real estate developments, auto dealerships, publishing ventures and professional sports franchises, including 
the Hornets, the Charlotte Knights AAA minor league baseball team and the Charlotte Checkers and Atlantic City Boardwalk 
Bullies of the East Coast Hockey League. Although he owns championship rings from the Knights and the Bullies and a World 
Series ring as a AAA affiliate of the Florida Marlins, Shinn’s number one goal has been and will continue to be winning an NBA 
championship with the Hornets.

Shinn was inspired to share his success secrets with others and authored five books, including his 1977 autobiography “Good 
Morning, Lord!” (later re-printed as “The American Dream Still Works”) and “Leadership Development,” which became a best-selling 
college textbook. Later, a biographical account of his life and experiences as an NBA owner was told in “You Gotta’ Believe,” and 
he published “Introduction to Professional Selling” and “Miracle of Motivation,” which are still on the market today. His success in the 
publishing world makes Shinn a highly sought-after public speaker, especially on topics related to sales and motivation.

For a lifetime of achievement in business and higher education, Shinn was one of twelve to receive an American Success Award 
from President Bush in a White House ceremony. He also holds six honorary degrees in humanities.

Shinn and Denise were married in New Orleans on March 8, 2003. He has three children, Chris, Susan and Chad, from a 
previous marriage.
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Hugh Weber
Chief Operations Officer 

Hugh Weber was named chief operations officer on July 10, 2006. In his role, Weber 
facilitates all business aspects of the franchise, including strategic planning, business 
development, marketing/branding and day-to-day operations.

Prior to being named COO, Weber served the Hornets as vice president of business 
operations, overseeing all aspects of the New Orleans market. 

Weber has extensive leadership experience in the consumer packaged goods industry 
with primary expertise in business-to-business disciplines. Before joining the Hor-
nets, Weber was vice president with Ventura Foods, a billion-dollar, multi-national 
subsidiary of global giant Mitsui & Co. At the age of 32, Weber became one of the 
youngest officers in company history and spent the last ten years overseeing multiple 
North American divisions in execution of sales, marketing and service initiatives. 

Weber began his professional career with Proctor & Gamble, where he held vari-
ous positions in the Pacific Northwest in their commericals products division, after 
completing his education at the University of Puget Sound (Wash.). 

While at Puget Sound, Weber was the 1989 NAIA Track and Field District 1 3000 
Meter Steeplechase champion, and he still holds the school record for that event.

Hugh and his wife, Julie, are involved in multiple children’s charities and are especially 
dedicated on The Casa Berne Orphanage of Guatemala and St. Jude’s Cancer 
Research Hospital. They have four children, Brenna (11), Zoë (11), Hugh, III (5) and 
Jackson (4). In his spare time, Weber enjoys running, golf, reading and spending 
time with his wife and children.

Chad Shinn
Executive Officer of the Board 

Chad Shinn has been closely involved with the Hornets organization since its 
inception in 1987, closely following and occasionally traveling with the team. As an 
executive officer of the board, he assists and advises on key decisions and strategies 
for the team along with Owner George Shinn, General Manager Jeff Bower, Chief 
Operating Officer Hugh Weber, Chief Financial Officer Brice Collier and Executive 
Vice President Sam Russo.

In his previous experience with the Hornets, Shinn has aided several different 
departments in an effort to learn the ins-and-outs of the business. He spent the 
2004-05 season as an assistant to the general manager and equipment manager. 
During the 2005-06 season, he served as special assistant to the owner and president. 

Shinn will use the vast knowledge he gained during those experiences to aid the 
Hornets’ front office during the 2006-07 campaign. He will do so by taking special 
projects in both Oklahoma City and New Orleans aimed at improving the organi-
zation’s business and basketball operations in both markets.  

Shinn graduated from Texas Tech University High School in Charlotte, NC and attended 
community college in Greenville, NC. He was born in Charlotte and currently resides 
in New Orleans. 
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Brice Collier
Chief Financial Officer

Sam Russo
Executive Vice President

Steve Martin
Senior Vice President
of Basketball Administration

Suzanne Werdann
Vice President of Marketing Services
& Community Development

Pete Wyatt
Vice President of Marketing

Bill Hines
Corporate Counsel
New Orleans

Armand Paliotta
Corporate Counsel
Oklahoma City

Executive Staff
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Frank DePizzo
Group Sales Manager

Jo Ann Dupuy
Advertising Manager

Jody East
Partnership & Suite 
Services Coordinator

Jim Eichenhofer
Publications & New Media 
Manager

Front Office

Garrick Amos
Director of 
Fan Experience

Tim Breeding
Information Technology 
Arena Coordinator

Will Bryant
Account Executive

Amanda Cates
Partner Services
Coordinator

Eric Childers
Marketing Coordinator,
Promotions

Stephen Clark
Chief Technical Officer

Randell Collins
Entertainment Coordinator

Morgan Cornwell
Marketing Coordinator,
Community Relations

Brittany Cranston
Internal Communications 
Manager

Elise Cranston
Ticket Operations 
Associate

John Curnutt
Database & Marketing 
Intelligence Manager

Ashley Deaton
Honeybee Manager/
Choreographer
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Front Office

Ryan Eller
Fan Experience 
Representative

Tru Filyaw
Graphic Designer

Glenda Fudge
Executive Assistant 
to the COO

Tony Garrett
Account Executive,
Group Sales

April Gonzalez
Director of Marketing 
Communications

Chris Granger
Account Executive,
Group Sales

Christian Green
Information Technology 
Helpdesk Coordinator

Jamie Guin
Account Manager,
Corporate Partnerships

Jovanda Hall
Marketing Coordinator,
Events

Cristina Hubbell
Executive Assistant 
to the Owner

Nathan Hubbell
Account Manager,
Corporate Partnerships

T.J. Ill
Fan Experience 
Representative

Jeff Jacobsen
Sr. Director of Corporate 
Partnerships & Merchandise

Christian Joseph
Receptionist/Switchboard 
Operator

Andrew Kehrer
Production Manager/
Producer

Greg King
Controller
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Front Office

Leslie Lefeve
Director of 
Ticket Operations

Angela Leon
Receptionist/Switchboard 
Operator

Courtney Lindley
Fan Experience
Representative

Amy Linduff
Exec. Asst., Corporate 
Partnerships & Mktg.

Veronica Mason
Fan Experience
Representative

Chauncey McCall
Basketball Communications
Associate

Richard McCutchen
Marketing Coordinator,
Events

Keisha McGee
Game Presentation 
Coordinator

Cherisse Miller
Fan Experience
Coordinator

Josh Miller
Marketing Services
Associate 

Robert Miller
Account Executive

Nancy Montee
Assistant Controller

Abby Morgan
Partner Services 
Coordinator

Patrick Naranjo
Account Manager,
Corporate Partnerships

Geoff Nilsen
Account Executive

Marie Parenti
Manager of Sponsor 
Services & Corp. Suites
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Front Office

Stephanie Parrish
Account Executive

Ryan Picou
Account Executive

Sara Plietz
Account Executive,
Group Sales

David Podoll
Ticket Operations 
Senior Coordinator

Jennifer Powers
Accounts Payable 
Coordinator

Cris Quintana
Marketing Services 
Manager

Jason Quintero
Game Presentation 
Manager

Tiffany Rauschkolb
Assistant Director 
of Ticket Operations

Jessica Richardson
Director of 
Strategic Development

Josh Richardson
Dir. of Game Presentation 
& Entertainment

Eric Richter
Videographer/Editor 

Julie Riggs
Director of 
Interactive Media

Donna Rochon
Director of 
Human Resources

Jose Rodriguez
Fan Experience 
Representative

Stefanie Scheffe
Sales & Box Office
Coordinator

Jaima Schiffer
Account Executive,
Group Sales
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Front Office

Jessica Scheetz
Account Executive,
Group Sales

Matthew Scruggs
Marketing Services
Associate 

Lew Shuman
Director of Broadcasting

Annette Smith
Payroll Coordinator

Brandon Smith
Game Presentation
Associate 

Trish Tolis Snider
Group Sales Manager

Julio Vallejos
Account Executive

Devyn VanDuyne
General Office Assistant

Sarah Waters
Director of 
Partner Services

Rich Witmeyer
Director of 
Business Operations

Sean Wyatt
Mascot Coordinator

MIchael Zerrillo
Mascot Programs
Manager


